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PO Box 10015

Te Mai

Whangarei

Ph: (09) 434-8128
RACE UPDATE REPORT

Enduro – Rosebank Road, Auckland
Saturday – Practice & Time Trials

After an invitation from Joe Ganley and his dad Tim for Joe and I to get together and drive the Enduro in Joes KF3 powered kart, dad and I drove to Auckland Saturday morning and met Tim and Joe at the track at about 11 o’clock.  After setting up camp and going through scrutineering and documentation it was time to hit the track for 3 quick practice sessions.  I drove the first practice session, this was the first time I’d ever sat in Joe’s kart let alone driven a KF3 package around the Auckland track.  The KF3 is a World Formula 125cc water cooled engine which has approximately 10 more horse power than the Yamaha which I normally drive.  Unfortunately on this practice we had a slight electrical problem, which meant that I had to come in early.

After replacing the spark plug it was Joe’s turn to run a few laps to make sure that everything was ok before handing the kart back to me for the third and final practice run.

Then the day got serious with 2 tuning runs and 2 time trials – one each for Joe and I.  Joe went out for the first qualifying session and was 5th fastest in that session, then it was my turn.  I managed to qualify 2nd fastest in my session which turned out to be the 3rd fastest overall, which put us off grid 3 to start the race.

Sunday – Race Day

The format for the day was two tuning runs and then into the big race – which in the end was 1 hour, 15 minutes and 10 seconds long.

I did the first tuning run and was not that happy with the kart as it was understeering heaps.  Dad and Tim felt that the handling was created by the track still being a bit cool and when it got some heat in it, it would come back to the kart set-up.  So we sent Joe out the gate with no adjustments.  Tim and Dad were right, but discovered that the temperature in the engine was way hotter than normal. They checked the water level and discovered that it had lost most of its water.  Tim decided that it was best to just change the engine and not take any chances, which was done in a bit of a hurry as there was not a lot of time to be had before the race start.  Engine changed it was time for Joe to hit track for the race start.

Joe got a good start and settled into 3rd and ran at a consistent pace keeping the front two within his sights.  At half time distance the board went out and we got Joe in for chain lube, tyre pressure check and another 5 ½ litres of fuel and driver change – we were by far the fastest pit crew, must be all the Nascar racing Dad watches!!

Now it was my turn I settled into the groove and took to the job at hand and started chasing down the front two.  We were the first to pit and drive change and I managed to pull time on the front two, so when they did their pit stop I took the lead and managed to hold it lapping karts in the process.

It was a long race – 140 laps in total between Joe and myself and a new track record for the number of laps completed.   We finished 15 seconds ahead of 2nd place and over 3 laps ahead of 3rd and 4th place.
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 Junior KF3
RESULTS TO DATE THIS YEAR

1st  
Summer Slam – Whangarei

3rd
Top Half, round 1 – Mt Wellington

2nd
Top Half, round 2 – Auckland

2nd
Top Half, round 3 – Edgecumbe

2nd
Top Half, round 4 – Hamilton

2nd 
Overall Top Half 2011

4th
North Island Sprint Champs 2011

1st
Enduro 2011, Auckland

We would like to thank Tim and Joe Ganley for giving us the opportunity to be a part of their team and race together, it was just a shame that there were no other Yamaha’s in the field so we could of run our own kart.  
McLEAN MOTORSPORT CREW

e-mail: thomas@vacman.co.nz
www.thomasmclean.co.nz
website currently under re-construction
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Joe at the wheel




Thomas same corner
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Thomas over the scales



    Joe over the scales
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Pit Crew  (www.chequebook.dads)
